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Behind the city are the famous heights of Abraham, a
continuation of the ridge on which it is built, extending
for a considerable distance up the stream.
Twenty miles above Quebec Montcalm had stationed
2,000 men to take in the rear any force approaching it
, ,    on that side, though this danger seemed ex-
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disposition eluded by the rugged and precipitous cliffs,
of his forces. which must first be surmounted. With the
remainder of his forces, some 10,000, of whom about half
were regulars, Montcalm occupied a strong entrenched
camp below the city, between the St. Charles and Montino-
renci Rivers, with the St. Lawrence and its sandbanks in
front, and an impenetrable forest in his rear. A bridge of
boats across the St. Charles secured his communications
with Quebec. It was on this side that Quebec was thought
to be most assailable, but even here great obstacles were
presented to a besieging army by the two broad and rapid
rivers, and by the roughness of the ground, which, though
less precipitous than the heights of Abraham, was still very
broken and intersected by deep ravines, besides being
strengthened artificially at every weak point.
Wolfe's first care on arriving before Quebec was to
fortify the west point of the Isle of Orleans, as a depot
Wolfe before ^or stor^s, and to occupy and erect batteries
Quebec. On Point Levy, on the right bank of the St.
Lawrence, whence a cannonade was opened upon the
city. He then transported his troops across the river,
and landing below the inlet of the Montmorenci, en-
camped opposite the enemy. Every stratagem was
employed to entice the French general from his strong
position, but Montcalm, though superior in numbers,
wisely remained on the defensive. At length
attack, Wolfe, feeling that the season was slipping
Ju]y3i- away without anything being accomplished,
led his men to the attack, and was repulsed with heavy

